A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library. In her address Albright, herself of Czech origin, who had fled the country twice -in 1939 from the Nazi occupation and in 1948 after the establishment of the Communist dictatorship -praised the governments of the two countries for the successful completion of the negotiations and expressed her strong hope that after more than half a century of darkness, distrust would ease and give way again to the establishment of harmonious relations between the two peoples. The award, as had been the case with the treaty itself, was warmly received by governments worldwide and by the international media, and was welcomed by the great majority of Czechs and Germans. But there was not only praise. In the Czech Republic there were voices from both the left and the right of the political spectrum warning that clauses in the friendship declaration would jeopardize the post-Second World War political set-up by questioning the legality of the Potsdam Agreement of August 1945 which sanctioned the expulsion of approximately three million Germanspeaking people from their homes in Czechoslovakia on the conclusion of the Second World War. And indeed, the ink on the friendship declaration had scarcely dried, when the leaders of German expellee associations voiced their protests that there could be no friendship or co-operation until their grievances were settled. This new attempt on the part of the Sudeten German Homeland Association (Sudetendeutsche Landsmannschaft) to put their case before the international community was strongly supported by the Bund der Vertriebenen, the umbrella organization of the original eleven million German expellees (and their descendants) from eastern and south-eastern Europe. It brought to the forefront again an issue that had created a great deal of contention in inter-war Europe, had contributed to the renewed outbreak of hostilities in 1939 and, it had been believed, was finally settled by the post-Second World War settlements -the case of the Sudeten Germans.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication
xiii Who were, and who are they? Although the name Sudeten originally refers to the mountain range to the north-east of what is today the Czech Republic, stretching across the Czech-Polish border from the Isergebirge in the west to the Altvater-Gebirge in the east, the term Sudeten German essentially is not a geographic but a political one.
1 Its origins go back to the peace-making process after the First World War, at the beginning of the 'Europe of the nation states' period when nationalism was at its height and when political thought, demands and ambitions had to be couched in nationalistic terms. It was then that the German-speaking people of the former Kingdom of Bohemia, the Duchy of Silesia and the Margravate of Moravia, who had all been part of the Cisleithanian part of the now defunct Austro-Hungarian Empire, were confronted by the fact that the First World War peace treaty had made them 'minority citizens' in the newly founded nation of Czechoslovakia. To counter the sudden creation of a Czechoslovak nationality, a new concept with little historical tradition behind it, these German-speaking people -or rather their leaders and spokesmen -created from their diverse regionalism their own artificial nationality: that of the 'Sudeten Germans'. Until then, in addition of course to being subjects of the Habsburg Monarchy, the dialects and customs of the Nordböhmer for example, or the Egerländer, or the Südmährer, or people from the tiny Kuhländchen, all related more closely to their Austrian and German neighbours than to one another. 2 German settlement in this part of central Europe has been recorded throughout the second millennium of the Common Era and greatly contributed to the region's cultural, economic and political development. They lived together with their Czech neighbours in a bilingual community sometimes referred to as a Zweivölkerland -a two peoples' country -or a Zweivölkerstaat -a two peoples' state. The Bohemian and Moravian lands, of course, were not spared the great turbulence that characterized late medieval/early modern European history but -with the partial exception of the early fifteenth-century Hussite Rebellionconflicts were not fought on ethnic grounds. The religious, political and socio-economic confrontations that marked the Reformation period in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries saw Czechs and Germans in Bohemia fighting together for or against Catholicism. And ethnic rivalry played little part in the conflicts between the estates and centralized government, the nobility and the Crown, or the towns and the aristocratic landholders, which characterizes the beginnings of modernity.
Czechs and Germans contributed to Bohemia's cultural achievement that saw the province, and its capital Prague in particular at the apex of xiv Introduction central-European culture. And the fact that Bohemia was among the richest parts of the Habsburg Empire, always a flourishing centre for trade and the key region for the Danube Monachy's early industrialization was based on the industrious efforts of both Czechs and Germanseven if at times one group may have contributed more than the other.
Ethnic rivalry did not arise in any significant way until the nineteenth century with the spread of modern nationalism that arose from the French Revolution of 1789 and that seems to have gripped many sections of the educated middle classes throughout Europe including the multi-ethnic Austro-Hungarian Empire. Attempts by the Habsburg rulers to stem the tide, motivated not only by power-political considerations but also by a concern for the well-being of the Empire's subjects, fell on deaf ears. And so did the many voices warning that the end of the transnational community might only too readily have fatal consequences. Nationalism triumphed in 1918/1919 but it soon became only too obvious that the new order was far more fragile and unstable than the system it replaced. For the German people in the Bohemian lands the collapse of the Habsburg Empire led to a loss of identity and they felt very apprehensive about their minority role in the newly formed Czechoslovak Republic. They had hoped to become part of Germany or Austria but these hopes had no chance of becoming reality. Having blamed the German Empire for causing the War, the last thing the western Allies would have agreed to was an enlarged German state. Moreover, loss of the German-settled parts of Bohemia and Moravia would have rendered the newly formed state economically non-viable. But the attempt to create nation states in the chequered multi-ethnic landscape of central, east-central and south-eastern Europe was bound to run into stumbling blocks. In Czechoslovakia the Czechs and Slovaks became the 'Staatsvolk' -they constituted the actual 'nationality', while the other ethnic groups -including approximately 3.3 million Germanspeaking people -became 'minority citizens'. These 'minority citizens' held 'minority rights' -a lopsided concept that found little appeal among the non-Czechoslovaks. Prague governments throughout the 1920s were coy to tackle this issue, i.e. to take effective steps that would bring the 'minority citizens' closer to the state.
Certainly after 1926 'activist' parties -parties that advocated a co-operative approach and who participated in the Czechoslovak Republic's political life -found the support of the majority of Sudeten Germans, as they were now starting to be called, but regrettably time was too short for this process to consolidate itself. When in the mid1930s Czechoslovak governments did attempt to bring in legislation that addressed the grievances of the country's German population the tide had turned -domestically and at the international level. To the political instability of the inter-war years had been added the calamitous economic instability following the collapse on Wall Street. By May 1935 the irredentist Sudeten German Party (SdP) was the largest party in the Czechoslovak parliament. Four years later Czechoslovakia was no more; less than a decade after that most of the Sudeten Germans had joined eight million other Germans who, having barely escaped with their lives, were forced to leave their homes with a suitcase being their only possession. But whereas the Volksdeutsche in Yugoslavia, Romania or Hungary (who had no say in the Fatherland's policies) or the people of Pomerania, Silesia or East Prussia (none of which had been a major centre of National Socialism) justifiably asked themselves why it was they who had to pay the price for the Nazi catastrophe -the Sudetens did play a considerable part in their own downfall. The decision of so many of them (although not all) to back the SdP and their leader Konrad Henlein, coupled with the latter's decision to give full support to the Austrian lance corporal, led to the dismemberment of the first Czechoslovak Republic -the event that was to open the path to the Second World War. Like so many German-speaking people inside and outside the Reich who cheered so jubilantly after 1933 they did not know that the piper's tune was to lead to death and destruction.
The Czechs were the first outside the Third Reich -which since March 1938 included Austria -to experience the brutal reality of Nazi rule. Occupation by Wehrmacht soldiers of what was left of Czechoslovakia after the Munich Treaty of September 1938 on 15 March 1939 meant the beginning of six bitter years of oppression that was to reach its peak during the Heydrichiáda -the government of Nazi Security Chief Reinhardt Heydrich. The latter was send by Hitler into the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia (as the Czech lands were called under German occupation) in September 1941 to 'clean up' an increase in resistance activities here. His time as Reichsprotektor came to an end on 27 May 1942 when the troubleshooter himself was shot at and died a week later of his wounds. The assassination was carried out by the Czech resistance movement in cooperation with the British Special Operations Executive. The price for the death of one of Hitler's worst henchman was high: Nazi retaliation measures took the lives of 5000 people.
When the dreams of an Aryan 'Thousand Year Empire' had finally ended, a terrible punishment descended upon many German people including the Sudeten Germans. Intense, far-embracing Germanophobia, coupled to an equally staunch determination on the part of the victorious xvi Introduction Allies to once and for all eliminate the threat of future attempts to establish German hegemony in Europe, saw millions of people lose their homes, subjected to pitiless and often savage ejections from their Heimat, and forced to end up in a devastated country that initially was scarcely able to provide the basic necessities of human life. Yet accounts of these tragedies that fail to highlight the carnage inflicted upon Europe by Nazi Germany during the Second World War as the chief reason for the post-war catastrophe lack credence.
After their harsh expulsion from the land of their ancestors, the Germans of the former Bohemia and Moravia were the first to organize themselves politically and their associations were among the most active of the post-war expellees societies. Competent and dedicated leaders assisted their fellow refugees and expellees over the difficult post-war years when help and support from native-born citizens (and the latter's willingness to share the burden left by Nazism) was limited. A well-educated people with many qualities and skills, they contributed to the economic recovery of the Federal Republic and within less than a generation many of them did well in their new country -though their piece of the cake provided by the West German 'Economic Miracle' was much smaller than that of the locals.
When the international climate changed in the 1960s, and the heat temporarily went out of the Cold War, the Sudeten-German leaders were in the forefront in the fight against the new Ostpolitik of the SocialDemocratic government of Willy Brandt (to acknowledge the postSecond World War boundaries in east-central and eastern Europe and to renounce all claims for revision). But their efforts were in vain and failure to stop the Federal Republic's recognition of these frontiers took the wind out of their sails.
By the late 1980s the 'Sudeten issue' had seemingly run its course. The slender hope on the part of the Association's officials and some of its members that the return of a centre-right government in 1982 would reverse the previous Ostpolitik proved illusory. The new government of Chancellor Helmut Kohl and his Liberal Foreign Minister Hans Dieter Genscher had no intention of disturbing the state of relatively peaceful co-existence between East and West that characterized the last Cold War years in Europe by digging up old corpses. There were still strongly worded articles in the Association's periodicals and equally strong speeches at their annual gatherings but few outsiders took any notice. They were speaking to the converted -a group that became ever smaller by the year.
Yet -one of the many unexpected surprises that followed the fall of the Wall -the end of the Cold War created a whole new ball game.
The Lands of the Weceslav Crown
The country around the Bohemian Basin and its adjacent mountain ranges to the south, west and north, which today constitutes the Czech Republic, is part of the diverse ethnic, cultural and religious landscape so characteristic of eastern-central, eastern and south-eastern Europe. Archaeological evidence has shown that Celtic tribes had lived here in the first two centuries before the Common Era -in fact the name Bohemia stems from the Celtic -to be followed by Germanic tribes who arrived in the third century CE and then moved eastward as part of the general European migration in the middle of the first millennium CE. Their place was taken by western Slavonic tribes in the sixth and seventh centuries. Bohemian princes are listed among those obliged to pay tribute to Charlemagne, the Carolingian founder of the Frankish Empire, for the first time in 805/806, and his successor in the eastern part of the Empire, Ludwig the German, laid claim to Moravia in 846. The ninth century also saw the region's conversions to western Christendom; in fact, one of the first Christian dukes, Wenceslas, the founder of the Pȓemislyden dynasty that was to rule Bohemia and Moravia until the beginning of the fourteenth century, was declared a martyr and a saint after his younger brother Boleslaw assassinated him in 935. The latter's rule lasted until 972 CE but his murdered brother became a Christian hero and the patron of the realm.
The Pȓemislyden were originally an influential Bohemian family who played a big part in uniting the small Slavonic tribes under the Czech banner and name. Their rule from the beginning was closely linked to the 'Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation', a monarchy that emerged from the eastern parts of Charlemagne's Frankish Empire in the tenth century and which covered most of central Europe from Cambrai to Marseille in the west, to central Italy in the south, Trieste and Bratislava in the east and the coasts of the North and Baltic Seas in the north. The term 'Roman' in this long-winded and complicated title was not a geographical expression (Rome, in fact, was not part of the Empire) but has to be seen as a legalistic term -the ancient Roman Empire was the only state-form that could claim legality in the eyes of contemporaries, in fact it was the only state-form known at the beginning of the Middle Ages. Only the German king, who at this time was the most powerful ruler in Europe, could join the ranks of the ancient emperors. The second most powerful ruler in the tenth century, the king of the West-Frankish Empire (today's France), had to justify his position with the second-best legitimization: that of being the successor of the Frankish kings. Hence the two most important empires in Europe at the time did not name themselves after their subjects but based their name on their source of legitimacy.
1 As this implies -it is equally important to stressthe reference to 'German nation' also has little to do with the modern meaning of the word. It was merely the legal confirmation that only the German king could wear the Emperor's robe. And from its inception there were always a large number of non-Germans living in the Holy Roman Empire as is shown, for example, in the medieval instruction of the papacy that their clergy in France had to differentiate between five languages and in Germany between three: upper-German, lowerGerman and Czech.
2 Language, until modern times, had little political significance.
Bohemia's status changed in 1002 from tributary to that of vassal of the German emperor.
3 This political, dynastic and religious link to the Empire was to serve rulers and country well. As the vassal duties declined -to eventually cease altogether -the Bohemian rulers reached great heights, obtaining some of the most prestigious positions at the Imperial Court. It was the Duke of Bohemia, for example, who was the cupbearer at the marriage of Kaiser Heinrich V to his English bride Mathilde. And their leading status among the German princes is shown by the fact that several Bohemian dukes were crowned as kings (the first one, Duke Wratislaw II, in 1085). Moreover in 1198 the Bohemian rulers were given the further privilege to have their monarchy based on hereditary succession. 4 If there were significant curbs on the power of the Pȓemislyden rulers then these did not come from the Holy Roman Emperor but the local Bohemian and Moravian nobility who carefully guarded their influential position and who firmly opposed any encroachment on their traditional rights and privileges.
5
Attachment to the Empire was one factor that brought German influence to Bohemia and Moravia from the earliest days but it was not the
